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far 30th target Bremen:

My radsr equipment was not working well and we decided tq

follow the high squadron into the target and drpp on them,about 15

miles from the target + picked it up and set up the bombsight for

a release,Berkett told me that there was just & emall cloud over

the target and if we went around again we could get a complgte visuel
rin on the Sub-pens.We held the bombs and took the formation around
again,we hed already lost one ship on the first run.#s soon as we level-
ed off and started the run the flak came up,l could hear it hitting the
bottom of the ship,l saw two bursts off the #3 engine and Berkett samld
he was hit,I didnt think wed get through the bomb run,about the time
we dropped the bombs *I smelled gacoline,Jonson said there was somethin
wrong with the ship .He feathered #3 engine and then 74 caught on fire,
he feathered that one and we were flying on 2 engines,I could still
smell the gas and looked out at the wing tanks and there was & hole imn 1T
the gas was pourdéng out very fast.We talked the situation over and decid:
to land in France ,Hagnnsen fixed up Berkett who had some small flak

wounds in his hands his oxygen hose was cut and he was unconscois for a
while but they revived him OeLe About this time

out apparrently from a hit in one of the cables

the gas,there was nothing to do but either bail out or try to make our
lines which at that time were just at the “hine river.%“e picked up 2
P-51s for escort and headed for the fhine river.We knmew it was going to be
close we came over the battle lines at about400 ft. and -the Jerries

let us haveuWwith machine gun fire and light flak I could see the bullets
and tracers coming through the ship,luckily no one was hit but Johnson g
saw a field and came down in a hurry.l was in the Radio room when we
crashelanded and I went through the waist door.+ knew * hasd been hurt

but didnt waste any time getting out of the plane.l was bleeding badly ¢
from my face and couldnt move my left hand,my feet and side were bruised
and cut.~“veryone was out of the ship by this time, we knew we were in
Holland someplace close to the lines.We landed in a smeall field,There .

mﬁwere some houses and a woods at the edge of the clearing.le were deciding
what to do when bullets started zinging all around us and we &ll1 ran

away from the plane.l had my shoes tied to my parachute harness.l took

my harness off when I ran forgetting all about my shoes.%e ran about 50
yds. when glittle Dutch kid came running up to us waving & white Hgndker-—
chief,he tried to tell us there were Germans in the woods around us.

"e saw abunch of soldiers coming out of the wood¢ towards us,some=-one
said they looked like éanadiens,“e walked toward them with our hands up,

lhey were coming out of the woods im all directions end they were Germans
There wes an Officer with them and he told us to Keep our hands up while
the soldiers searched us.This Jerry that searched me was more scared than
1 waghe wags almoot afraid to touch me.lHe took my escape kiy,ciggarettesi
lighter and candy bar 1 didnt have my gun with me.T

they took us to a little
fermhouse about & I/4 mile down the road.There were some “utech reople

stending around there and one of them brought us some milk to drink.
@Qutch kid brought me apail of water and towel and I was able to wash angd

clean the cut on my nose which had been bleeding a lot. e also gave me
some Sulfa powd.r tO0 put on ¢h.Une of the soldiers came over ana wanted @
the senior officer of the crew.lle took “ai. 9chumake with him and

% they
left.None of us knew what the score was and we w

: ¢re half afraid they w _Jﬂ
going to shoot us especially when Schumake didnt come back after abgutere‘ ;
+o minutes.s# few minutes later they marched us back ‘

to the field where

and we couldnt transfer
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"~ the plane was and we saw Schumake standing there.It seemed one of the moto
= waskstmll ticking over and they were afreid it would explode so they i
madef&o in the plane while they searched it,there was plenty of stuff
in it we hadnt & chance to destroy anything they took the maps 2nd log
and other stuff and put them in & bag which wew took along.They marched
us for about 3 hrs. and were evidently looking for someone to furm us
over to. #bout this time I realized I wasnt going to able to wglk very
far in the flying boots. We stopped to rest a minute and some {erry
wearing a snipers coat asked us where we had been,no one answered him
and he said, Thets what you get for going to Bremen.We finally reached
some farmhouse where the guards turned us over to an Yfficer."e search-
ed us again and took about everything else we had away.ffe then turned
us over to 3 Germans who weee wearing M.P. badges.We marched to anotheRk
farmhouse down the road and picked up 2 Fommies who had been capfured
that morning.They told us the advance tank units were across the Rhine
end we had sctually landed about a mile from the Znglish Tanks.As soon
as it got dark we started marching we knew they were taking us behind
the lines somewheres.The Uermans were retreating them too.'e must have
walked about ten miles and we gcame too a little town, where we spent tmr<
night in a farmhouse.lI couldX%he machine guns and artillery fire all
night.They woke us early the next morning and we stood on the Lighway
till some truck came along and we rode on that for a while. They stopped
at alittle Dutch Cafe on the road and we all went in there,none of us
had eaten since yesterday morning.The dutch people were very good to usS
we washed and they went to a lot of trouble to make us sandwiches &and
coffee,after that we sat around and talked to the owner and he told us
he expected the English to take the town in 2 days.A lot of people
kept coming in and looking at @s I guess word got around,then the local
Nazi big-boy ceme in he looked like something out of Paramount pictures
He had agal with him and two soldiers for body guards.

We left there in zbout two hrs. and got aride in atruck,while we were
riding through some town a S8pitfire came down and strsfed us, we ran >
like hell into some alleyway.le blew up the truck we were riding in i
and we got & lift in another one,we werent on the road 5 minutes e
when two Spits sterted working over the convoy,when they got through S
there wasnt a truck on the road that wasnt shot up including ours, ik
about this time we all decided including the guards that it was a 10t z§f4
healthier walking.We beceme a little friendlier with the 3 jerries that
wre guarding us ,they were all ex paratroopers from the russian fronf
They were pretty good boys and they were watching out for us ,though
I heve no doubt they would have killed us all wéihout batting an eye
'hey told us they wcere ordered to take us to Enskede to a transient
Prisén cemp there.One of them kept @sking us whe#erq we hed everec bom—
bed Dresden, his wife was killed in Dresden during a raid last week.
I had been on that raid but naturally didnt tell him about it. j fﬁii;
We walked all that day my Beet weWEe in bad shape but I menaged to,;:%ﬁﬁfg-
plug along.Thet night we reached Hengealo.\We stopped there and they*ji §ﬁ L
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g0t us some breed and cheese from & Canteen where they wsre:giving‘iaﬁﬁigﬁ%
there battle retions.While we were eating there was an Air raid smd
ve went to a place outside of town till it passed over,it was thq:RLgﬁﬁwfia
meanwhile 2 $yphoons flew over the town and the Jerries opened upéﬁiﬁﬁ%@ﬁi
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them with tracers ,I thought they wdR€going to get one them but he did
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"evasive action and got away.There was a little crowd of Dutch people
standing around us ,including some girls who kept looking at us and $
smiling.The guards told them it was alright to come over to us and
one gal could speak & little £nglish.Zhe said we were the first Ameri—
cans she had seen.She asked us if we fly the bombers,when we tojd we
did she said "you make us very much afraid"We then assured her that we
didnt bomb any Dutch towns.There was no doubt about the friendliness
of the people and we all thought the same thing,if we could escape
and hide out in one of these homes wed be safe till the troops overruwn
us.fe talked it over though and decided it was every one escape oOr
noone.lt would be pretty rough on the rest if one got away.It was dari
now and we watched the Germans retreating through -the town,they were
in bad shape making the most of wagons and horse drawn carts we saw vegVt
little artillery or tanks.VWe went to a hospital of some kind in the ca7
expecting to get a place to sleep there,but they had no room and sent
us to a schoolhouse.While we were in the hospital I was standing next

tOo a german soldier he looked about Twenty good looking with blonde cunrtY

hair. He had ebandage around his neck where he was wounded.de offered

me a ciggarette and started talking to me.l was having a little troublc

understanding him but could make out most of what he said.He just got

back from the fromt and didnt like the idea of going back agein.He didwnT

think the %War could last more than afew weeks.He then asked me why I

didnt get away and hide in one of the dutch houses.He went along with

us to sleep in this scoolhouse.We all laid down in aroom filled with hAav

and went to sleep.When we woke up the next morning two of the guards

were fast asleep and the other one had left to get some information.

Johnson and I got ahold of this Jerry kid and started to form some plawn Jo

get awaay.It was tough going,we had a hard time understanding each ofheR
but we finglly decided that wed all leave at once and the German kid

would march us all out of the town into the woods,we told him wed make
sure he got good treatment when we got back to our lines.We just had =
everything aebout settled when this other Jerry came back and he was
mad as hell about something .All our plans went into the sink right the#
Yrom whaet we could gather the he English wre already shelling Enschede
and instead of taking us there and getting rid of us they would have to
take us someplace else.That was a rough day for uswe walked for eleven
hours without stopping once for rest or water.They were really mad too
and none of us smiled or talked to them that day.The treoops couldnt have
been very far we could hear firing and we no sooner would c¢ross a brivek
than they would blow it up behind us.We had also crossed the dutch bor-
der and were in Germany now,and you could sure tell the differance in
the people, thestpit atsus and yell"terrorflieger"and"murderer"as long
as the guards were withathey couldnt do anything,but I knew we were R
going to have to sweat them out. We finally arrived at a camp,it was 880°dﬁ

thing too es we were all about ready to drop.They gave us each two slices %

of bleck German bread and some coffee.Il thought we were going to stay wﬂﬁ

there for the night but about an hour later we :started to leave,the Vi

guards told us we would take a trein out.le sat in alittle woods for = 'hf?

end while we were waiting our Guards fooled around with a couple of

Freauliens,they were in come kind of uniform probably red cross or-sgnetigg;
A little while later the town was under fire from our artillery and ﬂQ§g§i
l1eft for the trein station,that was the last train out and 1t"vaa p ?Jﬁ},
with civilians evacuating.it was night when we left, Itell aslaep ~f§f'%§}
floor of the box-car but couldnt of been sleeping more“than an.hf?;ﬁfﬁfﬁf




they woke us up and we got off the train and walked tomjail of some
kind.we slept there that night and left early the next nzrningo
Luckily we got a lift on a truck and he took us all theA 0 Lingen.
At Lingen we weR€/ taken to & schoolhouse.!hile we wempe sitting argurd
a couple of civiliansscame in they told us they were Dutch civil
prisoners ,later they brought us some soup to eat and alittle
tobacco. They were very nice and one of them fixed up my fee? which
were badly blistered and cut from the boots.We stayed there all daV
and they kept bringing other prisoners in,mostly english tank boys
and a few fighter pilots.About 4 oclock they rounded us all up and
we walked to agarrison of some kind in the city.We sat around ther<
a while and some Luftwaffe boys came over to us,they all wanted T0
know when we thought the war was going to end,they szid Germany had
lots of airplanes but no gas.While we were talking to them some
Wermacht Major came over and started to yell at them for talking to
us and frq}ernizing,he got all excited and said we weee not soldiegs
but murders.Some of the boys were smiling at the way he was carryiné
on,and he said if anyone of us smiled hed shoot him.Nobody smiled.
They got a bunch of guards and marched us back to the schoolhouse,
we were all glad to get out of there,that guy was dangerous.
As we marched through the city we coulff hey were getting ready to
defend it.lWie slept in the schoolhouse and about 3 A.M. our troops
started shelling the city.They got us out and marched us out of the
city,there was heavy fighting going around the out’kirts of the towA
the germans were retreating elgMthe same road we were marching on-
We walked all that morning after a few hours my feet gave out,
I was 8lmost ready to call 1t quits when I spied a byecycle in aditﬁh
The jerry guard got it for me and it saved the day as I was able
to get along pretty good on the bike.l noticed one of the RAF boyS
beside me was limping badly when I asked him the trouble he told ME&
he had two bullet holes in his leg.“eems when he was, shot down th‘y
" rounded ap his crew and while they were walking two Yerman officefRs
opened up on them with sub machine guns,he ren into a woods but the
rest of his crew were killed, he hid out for two weeks before they
found him and he wouldnt say anything about his leg because he wsa
afraid theyd ask questions.Bhey- There was akid marching along with

us wearing a german coat he looked about IS5 or so. I found out he wns

A - french kid that they had taken in Metz for slave labor and he hA®
run away.They were mad as hell because he was wearing the German
coat I figured theyd kill him,I guess he knew it too because he ¥

tried to ezcape but they caught him and beat him up.We finally rem.he-d

e town that afternoon and we all got on a train,I didnt like thar
train deal as the fighters were strafing all the trains.Besides¥®

-a bunch of Hitler youth and some SS also got on the train.We rode._igggg

%«along on the train for about two hrs.and sure enough there were sfﬂT
strafing up ahead of us.The train stopped and we all ran into the

train.lt wes & good thing because Im sure thoae‘QS guys would hqvt,a,
 shot us, as it was they had & big argument with our guards abou ﬁ

Moanwhile I saw one of the guards take this EronOh,ki %gﬁr‘
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woods and shoot him.The Spits went away agd*gg éﬁlﬁxﬁwgw,c. 1
~Some Hitlor Youth kid came over and a&t 1n oﬁkf&”ffﬁéﬁfff”f & 
epeak a little Englioh he Q?fﬂ} - wh PR s Tt
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run.He said if he was & prisoner he would swim the channel to get back.
He told me he was going to the East front,but didnt think the War would
last more than afew more momths.Then he esked me why I bombed woman and
children,I asked him why the Luftwaffe bombed Coventry.He didnt answer
that but told me a story of a FFighter pilot strafing a schoolhouse and
killing 400 children,he shook his heasd eand satd he could never do such a
thing.*e tried to impress me with his brevery and his conversation was
getting boring to me,but I kept on talking to him becausse I knew he
had some 01gbarebtes I had smoked about two of them and was about =
and get some sleep when I heard the “Yuard ergulng with one of the SS me
This SS guy was determined to kill someone theat leu the four motored
bombers,That was us,and it was a touchy few minutes while the guard tri
to convince him we flew Red Cross Planes, evacuating wounded and dropping
supplies.He finelly went away and none of us were gorry when we got off €
the next morning.le marched all morning stopping once to rest we werpe
all terribly hungry but the best we could do was some Jerry bread and
water.l had held on to my bike and was sharing it with one or two of
the boys,that way we managed to keep going.iAbout 5 Pe** thet day we
reached the town of Oldenburg and we went to a Garrigon in the city.
T'hey seperated the Officers and enlisted men)and put 4s into cells,
three in a cell.The cells were formally used to keep horsees in and
were cold and damp with nothing but some hey on the floor.We were to
tired and hungry to care much though.They fed us some carrot soup that
night and we went to sleep.lierly next morning they woke us un,some
high ranking Luftwaffe Officer was there.He came in my cell,zasked me
my rank which I told him,he then asked me my position on the creW,I
told him I couldnt answer that.lle them asked me if I had &ny complaints
I asked him for some blankets,he said they didnt have any that we had
bombed the warehouse where they keep blankets for the priséners,Its
your own feult he saidq,and waelked out.That afternoon they took the
officers,there were 9 of us,and we were put up in some rooms,they
brought in some food and coffee and also a razor and hot water to
shave and wash.Things were looking up.There were a couple of Russian
prisoners and they gave us some ciggerettes.They used the Russians
to do the dirty work around the Post.All the men in this camp were
recovering from wounds and waiting reassignment to the front.Some of ik
them came in to talk to us and we could always chisel a ciggarette.
There was one kid that was pretty nice,he told me that he was in the Hi
Hitler Youth &and they hed e-ke told h1m that he would have to %he SS,
He. said that made him mad and he joined the Wermacht.His home was in
Hamburg and his house had been blown up 3 times.He was agood kid and cam
in to see me often elways bringing e few ciggarettes.ide noticed the
wound on my nose endtook me to the hospitel to have it looked &at.
While we were in the hospital there were a dbunch of civilians waiting
there also,they saw my flying boots &and started that Terrorflieger atux
A couple of them started for me but the kid took out his gun and madqg
them leave.l finally got in to see the doctor &nd he said I had e  \¢@£
piece of flek in my nose,l guess I was hit by that light stuff justz =
before we crash landed and didnt even know it.He took it out and o
it would be alright .The Officer in charge ofthe Post was a txptb
Prussian soldier very militiary,he came into see us and I notio@*
looking at me.I knew what he was thinking end began to wggﬁYIQ ‘ﬂ"'ﬂ
bit.I knew l1d have arough time if they found out I was a 39§ﬁ;alef%“j
into the Latrine and there was a big picture of Roocvoﬂthtg ‘t"’*
;Churchill with Juden' in big latters under it. Thgt ntshi th
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one by one for intorregation.They were puzzled DY the fact that we head

so many Officers on the crew and we had comne down so far from the

target I guess they thought we were on someé kind of a secret mission.

1 was waiting outside the office for my turn and there ¥Was S8S0me . —
gal there I donv rnow if she was the Jerries wife or what,she wasnt a
bad looking gal a little on the solid side.=he could speek a little
English,she asked me if we loved #X%¥%X- Roosvelt like they loved
Hitler,l told her 1if we didnt like him wed get some one else.Then
she wanted tém%hy we were allies with the Russians who were animals.
I esked her why they were allies with the Japs,she replied thaet they
were good soldierd and not like the Italians.lhey called me into the
Tr0o0m then.fhere were one or two soldiers there taking mnotes The

Jerry Officer and alittle weacsel looking guy in civilian clofhes

who was the interperter.The VYfficer seid somethoing to him and I
heard the word Juden and knew what was coming.He looked st me and
said"Are you a Jew” I told him no,I was an Américan Indian.He tramnsl
ted this to the Jerry who lookked smilingly at meé &and invited me to0O
sit down. The Jerry Yfficer would spesk to the gnterpreter and
he would sk me the questions.He started out by saying this wa

an informal talk =nd that nothing would be recorded.fe ssked me

my name and renk which I told him,he wanted my next of kin end

home eddress,when 1 refused to tell him he started & long sob
story ebout not being eble to notify my parsnts thet 1 was a

P.%W. and how they would worry sbout me etc.l 8till refused to tel!

him and he asked me geustions about my crew position target and

stuff like that,l refused to an Wer anythingﬂgnd he swung the 4

conversstion around ssking me whet I thought-Germany,my orinion

of the Nazis end things like that.He then brought out a_bust of

Hitler he asked 1if I.?ecignized it ,I told him that was Hitler,

at which he exclaimed,?he imerican cartoonists dont draw him

that way®%e then brought out a blg mab and explained to me how

the X“ussians were geting to attack Britien through the Baltic.

h e finally tried to imprejs upon me that Nazis werent bad

people pointing out that everyone in the room there wes a Nazi

and how nice I was being trested.He ended the intorragation by

giving me a ciggarette and a piece of candy,and I went back to
my roome
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ke stayed at Yldenburg another dey and the next evening we were
moved in & big barn with the rest of the enlisted men,it was ob-
vous something was up.tfhat night they told us we were to »e=y
leave Oldenburg the next day.‘he Germans were busy hauling stuff
out of the cemp and burning records and such.ibout 3 a.m the
barn door was opened and the Guard was‘all excited about somethivo,
we finelly made him out,it seemed the 1ommy tanks were closing
in on the city and he wanted us too go and hide with him and &
- he would surrender to us.lie told him to scram we didnt want =%
him to surrender.®e tried persuading us a few times that night
and was actually getting paniey,but noone paid any attention to
him.%e left the next morning and walked through the town,the @
people were starting a refugee train out of the city.One old
guy was standing up on the second floor of his house yelling
like hell at us,he let ow® a few spits at us when we pessed,
e walked down to the canal and were loaded in a barge.There
weepe about a hundred of us now and we were crammed into the
hold of the barge with barely enough room to stand.lione of us
slept that night because there was no room to lay down.¥When
we lwft the barge at liesermunde all of u s were black and direy
again.Wesermunde is a port and w s badly bombed,there was alo?
of bomb damAge in the city most of the people were lixing in
shacks outside the city.We were taken tomsome kind of a naval
training base and hung sround there for about three hours,
later they took us to the city jail and we slept that night iw
cells on the floor.Early the next morning we were put on a trAWw
and traveled due ~ast mest of the morning.After we left the tRALWV
we walked about IS5 miles and arrived at a prison camp which
looked like a country club to us after all this marching.
When we got in there they told us that the Airmen would go to
@ different cemp this was just for the ground forces.We re-
cieved our first Red Cross parcels there.lie slept there that
night and early the next morning we took a train for Hamburg.
We were going to a Dulag Luft for itorragation by the Luft-
weffe.None of us liked the idea of going to Hamburg when we
got there our suspicians were confirmed the city was practic-
ally leveled and the people were very hostile.l had bombed
Hamburg myself and just strung the bombs across the city.Ve gorT
a good lookpat what our bombings could do and it was pretty rovei
the city was horribly torn up hardly a house had escaped dam-
agé we had killed thousends of civilians in our rsesids on Ham-
burg.iWe tooka subway to Pinneburg where the camp was and were
greeted by aluftwaffe Officer ,We were searched agesin and put
in solitiary cells.We knew just about what to expect,we were
all thoroughly familiar with thier methods of intorragation
through intelligance lectures. Ve were all filthy and dirty and
hed lice to the bargein and the next day we went to a Hospital
in the city,again we rode on the subways with the people.At
the Hospitel we were deloused and took a shower and shave and
returgﬁﬁ,to the camp that night.At the camp they told as we
wouldc» he next day for Stalag Luft #I which is located at Bartna
Pomerania,on the 5altio.They werent going to bother intorragarive

us,enother indicetion of the nearness of the troops.We also
learned that night of Roosvelts death. . f
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Lerly the next morning we left by train with three guards,the?
were old guys and twmated us nice.One of them had tree childrew
killed in the raids on Hamburg.Another had @ son in a Prison
camp in the States.He showed me aletter he recieved from him.
‘he best we could do was a boxcar but we preferred thet to ridive
with the civilians and troops.At LUbeck we picked up a crew thar
had been shot down the day before.l spoke to the pilot amd he
| t0ld me the civilians had killed the Navigator and his tail-guwweRr
SR with pitchforks,he had a bed knife# wound in his arm and the
' rest of the boys were beat up pretty badly.The trip took ‘wo
days,when we arrived at the camp we were searched again and
Giving clean clothes and shoes.My feet were so badly cut and
blistered thet I couldnt walk in the shoes for a couple of dsaYs
When we finally were taken to & compound in the camp it was
e+d like old home week,half of my classmates were there and
| & lot of crews who had gone down from my @roup.Life in the PriJov
s camp is a story in itself we actually stayed prisomers for I5

~ days and were Liberated by the Russiasns.The 8th Air Force flew
i us out a week later.
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